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North Central Presbytery 
of the 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
RR 1 Box 275 
Geff IL, 62842 

  Stated Clerk 
  Ralph E. Blevins 
         Phone (618) 854-2494 

  statedclerk@ncpwebsite.com 
 

TO:  Ministers, Probationers, and Stated Clerks of Sessions 
FROM:  Stated Clerk Ralph E. Blevins 
RE: Spring meeting of North Central Presbytery 
 
 North Central Presbytery will convene with the Georgetown CPC congregation Georgetown, 
Illinois on Friday, October 9th, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. local time.  Sessions will continue through 
Saturday, October 10th to the conclusion of business. 
 All ministers (except those officially designated as retired) and probationers (candidates and 
licentiates) are required to be present.  All congregations are required to be represented by an 
elected elder presently serving on the church session.  Those who are hindered from attending 
must send a request to presbytery asking for an excused absence.  Those requests should be 
sent to me at the above address. 
 Session Clerks, please give these preliminary minutes to your elder representative to 
presbytery. 
 Questions may be addressed to me as Stated Clerk.  A map, directions, and a listing of 
lodging near the church are included in the back of this booklet.  No homes will be available. 
 
 
IF YOU RECEIVE THIS AS REGULAR USPS MAIL AND HAVE PRESBYTERY E-MAIL ADDRESS SO WE 
MAY USE THAT FOR FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS. 

REB 

mailto:statedclerk@ncpwebsite.com
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Program for 
NORTH CENTRAL PRESBYTERY 

Synod of the Midwest 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

October 9th-10th 2009 
Meeting with the Georgetown C. P. C., Georgetown, Illinois 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
1:30 pm  

 
Opening Worship  Rev. Melissa Goodloe, Retiring Moderator 
Welcome and Announcements  
Recess for CPWM Withdrawal 
Call to Order of Presbytery Moderator 
Organization of Presbytery 
 Roll Call (Sign-in Lists) Ralph Blevins, Stated Clerk 
 Constituting Prayer  
 Election of Moderator 
 Election of Vice-Moderator 
 Adoption of Program 
Recognition of Visitors 
Recess for Appointment of Committees 
Announcement of Committee appointments Moderator 
Communications Stated Clerk 
Hearing of Denominational Representatives 
Board and Standing Committee reports 
Recess for Committee work and evening meal 
 

FRIDAY EVENING 
7:00 pm 

Call to Order Moderator 
Consecration Service   CPWM President 
Speaker  The Hobson’s 
Consecration Offering   
Communion Service  Rev. Richard Shugert 
 
*************** 
Announcements and Adjournment 
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SATURDAY MORNING 
8:30 am 

 
Devotional Candidate J.C. McDuffee 
Heritage Report Fairfield CPC 
Recess for CPWM Withdrawal 
Call to Order Moderator 
Roll Call  Stated Clerk 
Reading of minutes to date Ruth J. Gates, Recording Clerk 
Communications Stated Clerk 
Discernment Workshop Roy & Debbie Shanks 
Board and Standing Committee reports 
Select Committee reports 
Other business 
Final Reading of the Minutes Recording Clerk 
Final Roll Call Stated Clerk 
 
Adjournment to meet April 9th, 2010, 1:30 p.m. local time with the Fairfield CPC in Fairfield Illinois. 
 
Benediction  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The next board meetings will be February 28th 2009, 9:00 am local time at Willow Creek. 
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REPORT OF THE 178TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONERS 

 
To: North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in session with the 
Georgetown CP Church, Georgetown, IL October 9-10, 2009. 
 
I would like to thank the Presbytery for the opportunity to serve as commissioner to the 179th 
General Assembly.  This General Assembly was held June 15-19, 2009 in Memphis, TN.  Elder 
Sam Suddarth, of Columbia Presbytery, was elected Moderator.  On Tuesday evening, the CP 
Center hosted a BBQ.  After eating, the Center was opened for self-guided tours.  The new 
Center was a $3,000,000 project.  When it was finished, there was a $300,000 still owed.  The 
GA indorsed a debt retirement campaign to pay this off in six months. 
 
Recommendation 1:  Presbytery send $10,000 to the GA Center Debt Retirement Campaign.  
The money to be taken from cash management. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Terry Gordon 
Elder Commissioner 
 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
TO: North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church (CPC) 
 
The Board of Christian Education (BCE) met on August 22, 2009, at Willow Creek CPC. 
 
Present: Cheryl Allison, Kathleen Fischer, Lisa Ozier, Terra Sisco, Kevin Small, Justin 

Wallace, Kim Wheeler 
Excused: Melissa Goodloe, Carla Harnacke 
Also Present: Margaret Allison, Gatlin Miller, Whitney Stinson, Sandra Stence 
 

 Terra Sisco opened in prayer. 

 No applications for scholarships were submitted. 

 The 2010 Budget was approved and submitted to the Board of Finance. 
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Reports: 
 
Co-directors reported on a successful June 7-12, 2009, Junior-Junior High Church Camp at Brush 
Creek Campground in Xenia, Illinois.  A total of 217 attended a wonderfully spiritual church  
camp.  36 Campers were saved and many rededicated their lives to Christ. 
 
NCPYC (Big Kids Kamp-BKK) was also head at Brush Creek Campground; July 26-August 1, 2009.  
Another spiritual week was experienced by 81 in attendance.  There were at least 10 people 
saved and/or rededicated their lives to Christ. 
 

The report on Expenses/Income for 2009 Camps was submitted as well as correspondence 
with regard to camp and convocation.  Due to increased costs of supplies/resources the Co-
directors suggested changes for the next year.  A motion was made and seconded to 
increase Junior-Junior High Camp fees to $100 with the non-refundable canteen fee 
included.  A motion was made and seconded for all pre-camp age children of staff members, 
be charged $40 with the non-refundable canteen fee included; for both Junior-Junior High 
Camp and BKK.  Churches will be invited to help in the kitchen at both Junior-Junior High 
Camp and BKK. 

 
Convocation fees remain at $25.  Churches are encouraged to host Youth Convocation.  The host 
church is to receive $500, at least two months ahead of the convocation, to be used towards the 
preparation of the event. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

 Fall Youth Convocation will be at Willow Creek CPC, Martinsville, IL; November 13-15, 2009. 

 Spring Youth Convocation will be March 19-21, 2010 at New Hope CPC, Yale, IL. 

 Junior/Junior High Camp will be June 6-11, 2010, at Brush Creek Campground, Xenia, IL.  
With staff meeting on Saturday, June 5, 2010. 

 NCPYC (Big Kids Kamp-BKK) will be held July 24 – 31, 2010, at Brush Creek Campground, 
Xenia, IL.  
 

Other Business 
 
Whitney Stinson and Gatlin Miller served as youth delegates to General Assembly, in June, 2009.  
They were assigned to the Theology and Social Concerns Committee and Program Planning 
Committee respectively.  They reported of their experiences and were thankful for the 
opportunity to learn more about the processes of the CPC governing body. 
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Margaret Allison expressed her appreciation for the BCE support.  The BCE recognized Mrs. 
Allison for her many years of dedicated service to the youth in our church camps.   
 
Recommendation 1:  The Board of Christian Education recommends the fees be increased to 
$100 per camper, with the non-refundable canteen fee included, for the Junior-Junior High 
Camp. 
 
Recommendation 2:  The Board of Christian Education recommends all pre-camp age children 
of staff members, be charged $40 per child, with the non-refundable canteen fee included; for 
both Junior-Junior High Camp and NCPYC (BKK). 
 
There being no further business, prayer requests were mentioned and Kathleen Fischer closed in 
prayer. 
 
Submitted by:  Kim Wheeler, secretary 

 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MINISTRY 

 
To North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in session with the 
Georgetown Congregation, Georgetown IL on October 9-10, 2009, the Board of Ministry submits 
the following report: 
 
The Board of Ministry met at Willow Creek CP Church on August 22, 2009.  Members present 
were Roy Shanks, Andy Pottorff, Rev. James Messer, Rev. Robert Watkins, Rev Richard Shugert, 
and Rev. Shirley Topar.  Nick Ashley was absent.   
 
Rev. Messer opened the meeting with prayer.   
 
A discussion of our budget was held and a budget request was submitted to the Board of 
Finance. 
 
A discussion was held on how we, as a board, can best help the candidates under our care to 
prepare for the ministry.  In a effort to get to know the candidates better, and to understand 
their strengths and weaknesses, we feel an evaluation needs to be made of each candidate who 
comes under the care of the Presbytery.   We make the following recommendation: 
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Recommendation 1:  That each candidates, upon coming under the care of the Presbytery, be 
given a psychological and social evaluation, to be administered by a licensed counselor. 
 
Recognizing that we live in a changing world and that we need to take steps to protect the 
presbytery, the churches, and the individual church members, we make the following 
recommendation: 
 
Recommendation 2:  That Presbytery run a background check on each candidate who seeks to 
come under the care of the Presbytery, and on every ordained minister who seeks to unite 
with North Central Presbytery.   
 
Recommendation 3:  That ordering the background check on candidates and transferring 
ministers be the responsibility of the Stated Clerk. 
 
The Board of Ministry’s spring retreat will be held February 25-27, 2010.  We would like to 
extend the retreat by one day to allow more one-on-one time with the candidates.  We hope to 
develop a 5-year rotation of workshops that will help prepare the candidates to more-effectively 
minister to their congregations upon ordination.  
 
Rev. Topar closed the meeting with prayer. 
 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE AND TRUSTEES 

 
To North Central Presbytery in session with Georgetown Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
Georgetown IL, on October 9 and 10, 2009, the Board of Finance and Trustees of North Central 
Presbytery submits the following report: 
 
The Board of Finance and Trustees of North Central Presbytery met on August 22, 2009 at 
Willow Creek Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
 
Chairman Mike Zoll called the meeting to order and opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Present were Rita Vaught, Terry Titus, Stephen Hughes, Don Findley, Mike Zoll, Dean 
McReynolds, and Debbie Shanks.  Vivian Fessenbeck was absent. 
 
In order to comply with new Internal Revenue Service filing requirements, the following policies 
were adopted and are hereby published: 
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*That the financial records of North Central Presbytery will be audited in February of each year 
and that the Treasurer will use the audited information to complete and file all applicable tax 
report forms with the IRS, without additional review by the governing body of North Central 
Presbytery; 
*That all financial records will be retained for seven years before being destroyed; 
*That the Board of Finance and Trustees will annually review and recommend all compensation 
for the Presbytery’s CEO, Executive Director, top management official, officers, and/or key 
employees. The process for determining compensation will include review and approval by 
independent persons and may include comparability data and other substantiation. 
 
Don Findley closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
RECOMMENDATION #1 - That the compensation for churches hosting board meetings be 
changed to $200 per meeting, plus $5 per person for the meal. 
 
RECOMMENDATION #2 - That the compensation for churches hosting meetings of presbytery 
be changed to $500 per meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION #3 - That $5,000 be withdrawn from the Loan Investment Fund and 
applied to the 2010 budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION #4 - That the following budget and apportionments (based 50% on active 
membership and 50% on total income minus total outreach giving) be adopted for 2010: 
 
I.   Synodic Budget      $ 1,100.00 
II.  Board of Christian Education    $17,100.00 
 Camp Director’s Conference   $200.00 
 Camps                   $12,000.00 
 Convocation     $1,000.00 
 Insurance    $2,500.00 
 Medical Expense    $100.00 
 Misc. Expenses     $100.00 
 Spiritual Growth Retreat  $1,200.00 
III. {ǘŀǘŜŘ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ CǳƴŘ      $ 5,250.00 
 Office Expense    $800.00 
 Printing of the Minutes   $1,200.00 
 Salary     $2,500.00 
 Stated Clerk’s Conference   $750.00 
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IV. Presbyterial Fund      $28,700.00 
 Board Meeting Expense   $5,000.00 
 Commissioners to General Assembly $6,000.00 
 Host Church to Presbytery  $1,000.00 
 Insurance     $500.00 
 Memorials     $100.00 
 Office Expense     $500.00 
 Recording Clerk’s Salary    $600.00 
 Scholarships    $8,000.00 
 Travel     $1,500.00 
 Treasurer’s Salary    $5,500.00 
V.  Board of Congregational and Pastoral Care   $3,250.00 
 Appalachian Broadcasting   $300.00 
 Coalition for Appalachian Ministries  $300.00 
 Misc. Expenses     $100.00 
 Mission Trips    $1,500.00 
 Postage     $50.00 
 Urbana Delegates   $1,000.00 
VI. Board of Ministry      $1,500.00 
 Gifts      $50.00 
 Misc. Expenses     $25.00 
 Postage      $25.00 
 Retreat      $1,100.00 
 Testing of Candidates    $300.00 
VII. Board of Heritage and Witness     $500.00 
 Historical Foundation     $500.00 
VIII. Nominating Committee     $25.00 
 Phone Calls     $25.00 
IX. Board of Judiciary and Session Records   $50.00 
 Postage      $50.00 
 
Total Budget for 2010       $57,475.00 
Loan Investment Funds       ($5,000.00) 
Total Amount Apportioned to Churches    $52,475.00  
 
Albion   $ 180.44   Lebanon North  $ 2,086.39 
Bethany  $ 3,638.57   Lebanon South  $ 257.86 
Burnt Prairie  $ 431.75   Lincoln First  $ 1,466.33 
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Campground  $ 531.83   Monroe City  $ 818.82 
Casey   $ 713.12   Morningside  $ 2,889.70 
Chandler  $ 4,348.43   Mt. Gilead  $ 736.40 
Christ   $ 1,016.04   Mt. Olivet  $ 613.65 
Comunidad Cristiana $ 461.63   Mt. Oval  $249.12 
Cumberland Chapel $ 454.98   New Hope  $ 2,665.50 
Ebenezer  $ 1,374.70   Oak Grove  $ 813.50 
Elm River  $ 1,764.64   Pleasant Grove  $ 1,682.37 
Fairfield  $ 7,755.04   Shiloh   $ 1,228.61 
Faith   $ 823.83   Shinar   $ 640.56 
Fullerton  $ 925.66   Spring Hill  $ 320.02 
Georgetown  $ 1,092.56   Union North  $ 517.07 
Good Prospect  $ 3,308.79   United   $ 1,774.05 
Grace   $ 832.37   Village   $ 553.54 
Knight’s Chapel  $ 1,032.36   Willow Creek  $ 2,474.77 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Debbie Shanks, Secretary Pro-tem 
  

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HERITAGE AND WITNESS 
 

To North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in session with the 
Georgetown C. P. Church in Georgetown, IL October 9-10, 2009. 
 
The Board of Heritage and Witness met at the Willow Creek Church on August 25, 2009.  All 
members were present. 
 
Rev. Smith opened the meeting.  Stella Pryor prayed the opening prayer. 
 
It was noted that Ruth Louder attended GA in Memphis this June.  She gave a report on the New 
Center. 
 
Rev. Smith gave a report on the Petersburg sale of their property. 
 
We recommend that all the churches try to grow with new programs.  Such as Youth Activities, 
Women’s Work, Outreach Programs, Consistent Membership Participation Etc. 
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The Fairfield Church will give a program on their Upward Basketball Program that is an Outreach 
Program.  It will take the place of the History. 
 
Lisa Small will take the History Book.  Note that the History Book will be on Display at the 
Presbytery Meeting for Everyone’s information. 
 
Prayer Concerns:  The Lovelace families, Our Churches, Out Nation, the Military, June Smith.  
Lisa Small led us in Prayer. 
 
Stella Pryor made the motion to adjourn and Priscilla Wilson seconded it. 
 
Ruth Louder, Secretary. 

 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF JUDICIARY AND SESSION RECORDS 

 
TO: North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in session with the 
Georgetown CPC, Georgetown IL, October 9-10, 2009 
 
The Board of Judiciary and Session Records met August 22, 2009 at the Willow Creek CPC.  
Chairman Roger Dallwig chaired the meeting and opened with prayer.  Members present were 
Roger Dallwig, David West, Carroll Richards and Nelda Kline.  Excused were Mary Gard and 
David Parman.  In the absence of the secretary Mary Gard, Carroll Richards was appointed 
secretary pro tem. 
 
The following sessions submitted their minutes: Burnt Prairie, Casey, Ebenezer, Elm River, Faith, 
Georgetown, Good Prospect, and Grace.  Minutes were due but not submitted by: Albion, 
Bethany, Campground, Chandler, Cumberland Chapel, Christ, Fairfield, Fullerton, Hanover Park 
and Knight’s Chapel.  The Monroe City session minutes were submitted, but were not due. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Nelda Kline. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carroll Richards, secretary pro tem 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CONGREGATIONAL AND PASTORAL CARE 
 

To: North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in session with the 

Georgetown Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Georgetown, Illinois, October 9,2009. 

 

Present:  Adam McReynolds, Stanley Kline, Jerry Pataki, Rev. Eduardo Montoya, Terry Gordon, J. 

B. Gates.       Absent: Sue Strause 

 

The meeting was opened with prayer led by Jerry Pataki. 

 

The budget was discussed and submitted to the Finance committee .   

 

We received a letter from Bethany Cumberland Presbyterian Church asking that the Pastoral 

relationship between Bethany C.P. Church and the Rev. D. Kevin Vanderlaan be dissolved as of 

July 31.  A letter was also received from Rev. Vanderlaan requesting his letter be transferred to 

Grace Presbytery. 

 

Recommendation 1: That the pastoral relationship between the Bethany Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church and Rev. D. Kevin Vanderlaan be dissolved. 

 

 Recommendation 2:  Presbytery grant a letter of transfer for Rev.  D. Kevin Vanderlaan to 

Grace Presbytery.   

 

Recommendation 3: Appoint Rev. Rich Shugert as moderator of the Bethany CP Church. 

 

Reports were received from Burnt Prairie, Lebanon North [Ralph Blevins] and Spring Hill [Albert 

Smith] congregations.   

 

The 2009 Youth Conference will be held at Urbana. 

  

Recommendation 4:  That the excess amount of $2,000 [Urbana Budget Line item] be divided 

among those volunteering to go to Urbana 2009 up to a limit of their expenses.  Anyone 

interested in attending please contact Treasurer, Debbie Shanks for details and forms.  
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A letter was received from Rev. Melissa Goodloe resigning her position as Shepherding Pastor 

due to health concerns.  Rev. Goodloe has been very instrumental and helpful in this position.  

 

Recommendation 5: With deepest regret the board asks that this letter be accepted. 

 

Bethany Church sent a letter regarding the upcoming ministers’ conference.  The church asks 

that Presbytery encourage all ministers to attend by Presbytery paying for their registration, 

lodging, and travel expenses to the conference each year.  

 

Recommendations 6:  ¢Ƙŀǘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

by paying their registration fee and that churches be encouraged to pay for the travel and 

lodging expenses for this meeting.   

 

Missionary Glenn Watts has been visiting in North Central Presbytery and we have been asked  

that presbytery assist him in his endeavor.   The  Rev. Robert Watkins gave us some insight into 

this concern.  We have approximately 15 family units in foreign mission fields.  

 

Recommendation 7:   That Presbytery send $1,500 monthly to the Missions Ministry Team to 

support our missionaries where the MMT sees a need.  

 

Cumberland Christian Community --  Rev. Jeremias Aros is preaching  two Sundays,  Rev. 

Eduardo Montoya  one Sunday, and a lay leader one  Sunday each month.  They have 20 to 25 in 

worship on Sunday mornings.  The congregation is under stress.  The presbytery is urged to pray 

for this congregation.  

 

Meeting closed with prayer by Stanley Kline.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Gordon, Chr.    Adam McReynolds 

J. B. Gates, Sec.     Stanley Kline 

Eduardo Montoya    Jerry Pataki 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF NOMINATIONS 
 

To North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in session with the 
Georgetown CPC, in Georgetown IL, 9-10 October 2009. 
 
Members present were Sara McCawley, Lucy Becker and Jan McReynolds.  The meeting was 
opened with prayer by Lucy Becker.   
 
The members took roll of all the Boards meeting and submitted the report to the Stated Clerk. 
 
Recommendation One:  This Board makes the following recommendations for persons to fill 
one term each on the listed Boards unless otherwise stipulated: 
 
Board of Christian Education: 

1) Terra Sisco 
 

Board of Finance and Trustees: 
1) Ruth Louder 

 
Board of Heritage and Witness: 

1) Marilyn Tisdale (to finish the term of Ruth Louder) 
2) Albert Smith 
3) Kevan Strum 

 
Board of Judiciary and Session Records: 

1) Nelda Kline 
 

Board of Ministry 
1) Kevin Small 

 
Board of Nominations: 

1) Jan McReynolds 
 

Board of Pastoral and Congregational Care: 
1) Stanley Cline 
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Recommendation Two:  Recommedations of delegates and alternates to Synod of the 
Midwest: 
 
Pastoral Delegates     Elder Delegates 
Rev Kevin Small     Jeannie McCutchen 
Rev Terra Sisco       Jerry Pataki 
 
Pastoral Alternates     Elder Alternates 
Rev Ralph Blevins     Steven Hughes 
Rev Melissa Goodloe     Rodney Richardson 
 
Recommendation Three:  Recommendations for commissioners and alternates to General 
Assembly: 
 
Pastor Commissioners     Elder Commissioners 
Rev J. B. Gates      Rafael Leyva 
Doctor David West     Steven Hughes 
 
Pastor Alternates     Elder Alternates 
Rev James Messer     Jerry Pataki 
Rev Richard Shurgert 
 
Heartfelt thanks to Vivian Fessenbeck for serving one term on the Board of Finance and 
Trustees, to Pastor Kevin Small for serving three terms on the Board of Christian Education and 
to Pastor Bob Watkins for serving three terms on the Board of Ministry. 
 
The meeting was closed with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jan McReynolds, Sec. 
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PRESBYTERIAL LODGING 
Below is a list of some of the hotels that are relatively near Georgetown Il.  This is by no means 
an exhaustive list.   There are several other hotels on Lynch Drive just off of Interstate 74 east of 

Danville. They are approximately 20 miles from the church. 
 
Best Western Riverside INN 
57 S. Gilbert Danville IL.  
Phone # 217-431-0020 
Approximately 12 miles from the church on route 1 going into south Danville. Its next to 
McDonalds on south Gilbert.  
  
Days Hotel 
77 North Gilbert St. 
Danville IL. 
Phone # 217-443-6600 
This hotel is located just across the bridge going into south Danville. Its located on the right side if 
you are going north on route 1. 
  
Comfort Inn (217-443-8004) 
383 Lynch Drive 
Danville, IL 
  
Fairfield Inn Marriott (217-443-3388) 
389 Lunch Rd. 
Danville, IL 
  
Super 8 Motel  
Best Western Regency Inn (217-443-4499) 
377 Lynch Dr.  
Danville, IL 

 
DIRECTIONS AND MAP TO GEORGETOWN CPC 

 
The Georgetown Cumberland Presbyterian Church is located on Guy Avenue. If you are coming 
from the south on route 1 into Georgetown, turn right at the second light. Then turn left at the first 
road (Guy Avenue). Go one block. The church is located just ahead on the right side of the road.  
If you are coming from the north, turn at the first light and then turn left on the first road left. Go 
north one block. You will see the church on the right.  
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