
North Central Presbytery 

of the 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

RR 1 Box 275 

Geff IL, 62842 

  Stated Clerk 

  Ralph E. Blevins 

         Phone (618) 854-2494 

  statedclerk@ncpwebsite.com 

 

TO:  Ministers, Probationers, and Stated Clerks of Sessions 

FROM:  Stated Clerk Ralph E. Blevins 

RE: Spring meeting of North Central Presbytery 

 

 North Central Presbytery will convene with the Chandler CPC 

congregation Chandler, Indiana on Friday, April 4
th

, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. 

CDT.  Sessions will continue through Saturday, April 5
th

 to the conclusion 

of business. 

 All ministers (except those officially designated as retired) and 

probationers (candidates and licentiates) are required to be present.  All 

congregations are required to be represented by an elected elder presently 

serving on the church session.  Those who are hindered from attending 

must send a request to presbytery asking for an excused absence.  Those 

requests should be sent to me at the above address. 

 Session Clerks, please give these preliminary minutes to your 

elder representative to presbytery. 

 Questions may be addressed to me as Stated Clerk.  A map, 

directions, and a listing of lodging near the church are included in the back 

of this booklet.  No homes will be available. 

 

 

IF YOU RECEIVE THIS AS REGULAR USPS MAIL AND HAVE 

AN E-MAIL ADDRESS, PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL TO THE 

PRESBYTERY E-MAIL ADDRESS SO WE MAY USE THAT FOR 

FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS. 

REB 

mailto:statedclerk@ncpwebsite.com


Program for 

NORTH CENTRAL PRESBYTERY 
Synod of the Midwest  

Cumberland Presbyterian Church  

April 4-5
th

 2008 

Meeting with the Chandler C. P. C., Chandler, Indiana 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

1:30 pm CDT 

 

Opening Worship  Rev. Shirley Topar, Retiring Moderator 

Welcome and Announcements  

Recess for CPWM Withdrawal 

 

Call to Order of Presbytery Moderator 

Organization of Presbytery 

 Roll Call (Sign-in Lists) Ralph Blevins, Stated Clerk 

 Constituting Prayer  

 Election of Moderator 

 Election of Vice-Moderator 

 Adoption of Program 

Recognition of Visitors 

Recess for Appointment of Committees 

 

Announcement of Committee appointments Moderator 

Communications Stated Clerk 

Hearing of Denominational Representatives 

Board and Standing Committee reports 

Recess for Committee work and evening meal 

 

FRIDAY EVENING 

7:00 pm 

Call to Order Moderator 

Consecration Service Ms. Lucy Becker, CPWM President 

Speaker Debra Shanks 

Consecration Offering for Laos Vision School   

Communion Service  

 

*************** 

Announcements and Adjournment 



SATURDAY MORNING 

8:30 am 

 

Devotional Candidate J.C. McDuffee 

Heritage Report Elm River CPC 

Recess for CPWM Withdrawal 

 

Call to Order Moderator 

Roll Call Stated Clerk 

Reading of minutes to date Ruth J. Gates, Recording Clerk 

Communications Stated Clerk 

Report on Ministry Council Roy Shanks 

Board and Standing Committee reports 

Select Committee reports 

Other business 

Final Reading of the Minutes Recording Clerk 

Final Roll Call Stated Clerk 

 

Adjournment to meet October 10, 2008, 1:30 p.m. CDT with the Bethany CPC in Bethany 

Illinois. 

 

Benediction  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The next board meetings will be August 23, 2008, 9:00 am CDT at Willow Creek. 



 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

To:  North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church  

 

The Board of Christian Education (CE) met on February 23, 2008 with the 

following members present:  Kevin Small, chr., Cheryl Allison, Anna 

Ruth Long, Nathan Brendal, youth moderator, Carla Harnacke, and Kim 

Wheeler.   

Excused members:  Kathleen Fischer, Melissa Goodloe and Terra Sisco. 

 

The meeting began with Kim Wheeler opening in prayer.  New board 

member, Melissa Goodloe was recognized even though excused from this 

meeting.  Election of officers for 2008 – Rev. Kevin Small, chairman and 

Kim Wheeler, secretary. 

 

Report from Fall Convocation, November 9-11, 2007 – Convocation was 

held at Brush Creek Campground with Good Prospect Cumberland 

Presbyterian (CP) Church as sponsor.  It was noted that this was the 

largest fall convocation for many years with more than 40 attending.  

Heather Wallace was retiring youth moderator.  A video series “Dead 

Serious About Life” was shown and discussion groups were held.  A 

singing team of brothers, Jed Adam and Jesse Adam from Effingham, 

Illinois, led the praise and worship on Saturday night and again on Sunday 

morning service. 

 

Upcoming Events:   

À Spring Convocation will be March 7-9, 2008, at United CP Church, 

Norris City, Illinois. 

 

Communication of Convocations and Camps announcements are sent to 

local churches.  Request pastors, clerks, or designees to announce youth 

events in a timely manner to encourage youth participation. 

 

À Camp Staff Training Event at Fairfield CP Church – Date to be 

determined due to conflicts in schedules.  All individuals scheduled to 

be camp staff, or interested in working as staff at camps, are welcome 

to attend; contact Board of CE chair for future date.  Training will be 



focused on Small Group Leadership, Relationship Building & Spiritual 

Development, and Recreation Community Building. 

À Church Camps for 2008: 

Junior/Junior High Camp – Brush Creek – June 1
st
 through 6

th
.  Co-

directors:  Margaret Allison, Kevin Small, and Sandra Stence.  Focus 

theme was not reported.  $75.00 registration remains the same. 

 

NCPYC (BKK) – Brush Creek – July 27
th

 through August 2
nd

.  Co-

directors:  Chet Snyder and Cheryl Allison.  Speaker – JC Groves.  

The Focus of the week is Romans 5:6-8 “Where You Are”; Bible 

Study Writer - Geoff Bunting, Outline reported Day 1-4 – Come As 

Your Are, There Are No Perfect People, Don’t Stay As You Are, and 

Be The Body. 

 

À CE Conference at St. Columba Conference Center – November 4
th

 

through 7
th

 in Memphis, Tennessee.  Focus is on Revitalizing Sunday 

School. 

 

À On-line Teacher Training Program is available as a free service to CP 

congregations.  View www.openingdoorstodiscipleship.com and use 

CP login number 14549. 

 

Fall Convocation was discussed and church hosted convocations are 

suggested.  A motion was made/seconded for $500 be requested from 

Cash Funds Management to fund convocations in the event a camp 

convocation is necessary. 

 

Recommendation:  We recommend that in the event a camp 

convocation is necessary, $500 be requested from Cash Funds 

Management to fund convocation. 

 

There being no further business, Rev. Kevin Small closed in prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Kim Wheeler, secretary 

 

 

 

 

http://www.openingdoorstodiscipleship.com/


 

 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MINISTRY 

 

To North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 

session with the Chandler Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Chandler, 

Indiana, April 4-5, 2008: 

 

 The Board of Ministry met at the Comfort Inn in Casey IL on 

February 22, 2008 at 6:30 pm.  Board members present were Rev. Shirley 

Topar - Chairperson, Roy Shanks, and Andy Pottorff.  Candidate J. C. 

McDuffy was present.  Also present were Rev. Kevin Vanderlaan, Gail 

Allen, and Karen Allen.  Requests for excuse from board members Rev. 

Robert Watkins, Rev. James Messer, Rev. Randal Leslie, Elder Nick 

Ashley and candidates Herschel French, Darlene Gilding and Tim 

Goodloe were granted.  Jimmy Gifford failed to contact the board and his 

absence is unexcused. 

 Rev. Topar led devotions, using Amos 7:12-17 and read from Ken 

Gire's Windows of the Soul regarding the ministry of Vincent Van Gough 

 The meeting was turned over to Rev. Dr. Jay Earheart-Brown, who 

brought a workshop on Baptism with emphasis on Infant Baptism.   

 After a time of fellowship and refreshments, Rev. Topar led a 

discussion on the book, Let your Life Speak - Listening for the Voice of 

Vocation by Parker J. Palmer. 

 Rev. Ralph Blevins conducted a training workshop for elders 

approved to serve communion to their congregations in the absence of an 

ordained minister.  

  

Recommendation One:  That the following elders be approved to serve 

communion to their congregations when an ordained minister is not 

available - Scott Smothers of Burnt Prairie CPC, Bryan Cramer of New 

Hope CPC, and Priscilla Wilson of Casey CPC.   

 

 On Saturday morning, February 23, the group viewed the video, 

“The Undertaking,” which featured funeral director Thomas Lynch and 

showed how he cared for the grieving families as well as the deceased.  A 

time of discussion followed.  

 



 

 

 STATUS OF THE CANDIDATES:   

 Darlene Gilding is continuing chemotherapy and is awaiting 

reconstructive surgery. Jimmy Gifford did not contact any members of the 

Board prior to this meeting. 

 Tim Goodloe was stranded in Florida by mechanical failure of his 

vehicle.     

 We received communication from Herschel French, requesting that 

his name be dropped from the roll of candidates. 

 

Recommendation Two:  That Herschel French be dropped from the roll of 

Candidates. 

 

 J.C. McDuffee has completed his classroom requirements for PAS, 

but has several assignments to complete and turn in.  He has made a 

commitment to finish his homework and have it turned in within the next 

year.  J.C. completed his assignment for this meeting, turning in a 1,000-

word paper explaining his call to the ministry.   A special time of prayer 

was held for J. C. McDuffee.  

 The Board met with Gail Allen, who wishes to come under the 

care of the presbytery and work toward ordination.  Gail comes to us from 

the Bethany congregation and has a letter of recommendation from the 

session of the Bethany C. P. Church.  Gail also brought a paper explaining 

his call to the ministry.  We examined Gail regarding his call.   A special 

time of prayer was held for Gail Allen. 

 

Recommendation Three:  That Gail Allen be accepted as candidate for the 

ministry. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Roy Shanks, Secretary 

 

 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE AND TRUSTEES 

 

  To North Central Presbytery in session with Chandler Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church, Chandler IN, on April 4-5, 2008: 



 

The Board of Finance and Trustees met in regular session on February 23, 

2008 at Willow Creek Cumberland Presbyterian Church.   

Members present were Mike Zoll, Terry Titus, Rita Vaught, Stephen 

Hughes, and Debbie Shanks.  Dean McReynolds was excused from the 

meeting.  Absent and unexcused were Don Findley and Vivian 

Fessenbeck.  

Vice-Chairman, Terry Titus, called the meeting to order.  Rita Vaught 

opened the meeting with prayer. 

The Treasurer’s Report was examined and approved. 

The denominational health insurance program was discussed.  The 

insurance premium for 2008 increased by 13.97%, making the new 

premium $590.00 per month for employee-only coverage and $1,250.00 

per month for family coverage.  The deductible also increased, to 

$1,000.00 per person and $3,000.00 per family.  The Board encourages the 

employing churches to assist their pastor in paying the increased insurance 

deductible.  The Presbytery is currently paying 15% of the premium for all 

participants in the denominational health insurance program. 

RECOMMENDATION #1 ï That North Central Presbytery pay 20% 

of the premium for all participants in the denominational health 

insurance program.  
The books of the Stated Clerk were audited by Debbie Shanks and found 

to be in good order.  The books of the Treasurer were audited by Mike 

Zoll, Terry Titus, Rita Vaught, and Stephen Hughes and were found to be 

in good order. 

Stephen Hughes closed the meeting with prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Debbie Shanks, Secretary Pro-Tem 

 

 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HERITAGE AND WITNESS 

 

To the North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

in session with the Chandler Cumberland Presbyterian Church April 4, 

2008 

 



The Board of Heritage and Witness met at the Willow Creek Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church on February 23, 2008. 

The following members were present:  Rev. Albert Smith, Chris Blevins,  

Pricillia Wilson, Lisa Small and Ruth Louder. 

The opening prayer was given by Chris Blevins. 

The updated Heritage Report will be given by the Elm River Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church at the Spring meeting. 

After much discussion we recommend churches develop a Study Course 

of the most the most recent publication of the Confession of Faith of the 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  We encourage all churches to purchase 

copies of the Confession of Faith for all members. 

We encourage prayer for the many concerns in our churches. 

Rev Albert Smith shared with us his new recently published book "One 

Preacher's Story".  It can be purchased thru Barnes and Noble on the 

Internet. 

Pricillia Wilson gave the closing prayer. 

Ruth Louder, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF JUDICIARY AND SESSION 

RECORDS 

 

To North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 

session with the Chandler Cumberland Presbyterian Church of Chandler, 

Indiana, April 4
h
 and 5th, 2008.   

 

The Board of Judiciary and Session Records of North Central Presbytery 

met February 23, 2008, at the Willow Creek church.  The meeting was 

opened with prayer by Rev. Dallwig.  New board member Rich Shugert 

was welcomed. 

 

Members present were Chairperson Rev. Roger Dallwig, Nelda Kline, 

Secretary Mary Gard, Rev. Rich Shugert and Bud Hannaford.  A request 

to be excused was received from Rev. David Parman due to a scheduling 

conflict.   

 



The Board was given a report of the Disciplinary Commission.  Motion 

made by Rev. Shugert and Second by Mary Gard to approve the report.  

Motion passed. 

 

Minutes were received from the following churches:   Mt. Gilead, Mt. 

Olivet, Pleasant Grove, Shiloh, and Willow Creek.   

 

Minutes were not received from:  Lebanon North, Lebanon South, Lincoln 

1
st
, Monroe City, Morningside, Mt. Oval, New Hope, Oak Grove, 

Petersburg, Shinar, Union North, United and Village.  Of these churches it 

was noted that the following have not presented minutes for the past 7 

years:  Lebanon South, Oak Grove and Petersburg.  Mt. Oval, Union 

North, United and Lincoln 1st have not been presented for 3 years.  

Presbyterial appointed Moderators should take responsibility to see that 

the minutes of their appointed churches are signed and submitted on 

schedule.   

 

The minutes were read and motion made by Rev. Shugert, second by 

Nelda Kline to approve.  Motion passed.  On motion by Bud Hannaford, 

second by Nelda Kline, meeting adjourned with prayer by Rev. Shugert. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Gard, Secretary     Nelda Kline 

Rev. Roger Dallwig, Chairperson   Bud Hannaford 

Rev. Rich Shugert  

 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF NOMINATIONS 
 

To North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

meeting in session with the Chandler CPC in Chandler, Indiana April 4-5, 

2008. 

 

The board meet at Willow Creek CPC on February 23
rd

, 2008.  Sara 

McCawley was present with Jan McReynolds and Gail Fessenbeck 

excused.  A quorum was not present. 

 

As of this date, there have been no resignations from the various boards. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



Sara McCrawley, Secretary 

 

 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CONGREGATIONAL AND 

PASTORAL CARE 

TO: North Central Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 

session with the Chandler C. P. Church, April 4, 2008 

The Board of Pastoral and Congregational Care met at the Willow 

Creek Cumberland Presbyterian Church on August 25, 2007 with the 

following members present: Terry Gordon, Don Groves, Eduardo 

Montoya, Jerry Pataki, and Stanley Kline.  Absent and excused were 

Adam McReynolds and Sue Strause. 

Eduardo opened with prayer.  The Report of the Disciplinary 

Commission was submitted to the Board of Judiciary and Session 

Records of February 23.  Moderator Reports from Albert Smith on 

Springhill that stated that all was going smoothly and a report on the 

Petersburg Church in which he stated that there had not been a 

functioning congregation for over a year. 

We therefore recommend: 

RECOMMENDATION ONE:  Presbytery is to look into the 

situation for future action. 

Other moderator reports were submitted by Ralph Blevins, moderator 

of Lebanon North, Bt. Prairie and Union North.  He stated that 

everything was OK.   

Eduardo Montoya said his daughter, Daniela, is going on a mission 

trip this summer to Columbia and on her behalf was asking for a 

Board of Congregational and Pastoral Care scholarship grant in the 

amount of $300.00. 

RECOMMENDATION TWO:  We recommend that Presbytery 

underwrite this mission trip to Columbia this summer of 2008 in 

the amount of $300.00. 



Rene Alvarez and Noel Taveras approached the committee and told 

them that on March 9 the Comunidad Cristiana Cumberland Church 

will be organized at 12:15 to 2:00 p.m.  They also reported that the 

relationship between the Fox Valley Baptist Church and themselves 

was working very well.  A letter was presented to the committee from 

the Fox Valley Baptist Church stating that they are very thankful that 

this relationship fruitful and hoping for a long partnership.  They also 

presented their minutes to the meetings of Nov. 5, Dec. 10, Jan. 14 

and Feb. 12 for review, and their annual budget for 2008.  They made 

a request of additional $4,400.00 to assist in meeting and helping 

balance their budget for the year, because of the extra expenses due to 

relocation change and additional program expenses.   

RECOMMENDATION THREE:  We recommend that 

Presbytery honor the Comunidad Cristiana Cumberland 

Churchôs request of an additional $4,400.00 in their 2008 budget 

to support the congregation and that the funds be from that 

amount that was requested originally for 2011 and that financial 

support will end in 2010. 

The meeting closed with prayer led by Terry Gordon. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. B. Gates, Secretary pro-tem 

 

PRESBYTERIAL LODGING 

All motels listed are located in Evansville Indiana and tax is not included.  

This is not an exhaustive list of hotels as there are several hotel/motel 

chains in Evansville.  

 

Hampton Inn (8000 Eagle Crest Blvd)   Tel. (812) 473-500 

Evansville, IN   King $124 

 

Microtel Inn and Suites (1930 Cross Point Blvd)                 Tel (812-471-9340) 

Evansville, IN                            Queen $44.95 

 

Super 8  (4600 E Morgan Ave   Tel. (812)476-4008 



Evansville, IN   Double $49.99 

 

Holiday Inn Express (301 Circle Front Dr.)       Tel (812-473-2500 

Evansville, IN           King $80.00 

 

MAP AND DIRECTIONS TO CHANDLER CPC, CHANDLER, IN. 

Chandler Indiana is located just east of  Evansville Indians on Highway 

62.  From I64 take I-164 to Highway 62 E towards Chandler, take a right 

(turn South) at State Street in Chandler.  The Church is located at 338 S 

State Street.  You will go over a Railroad Track and come directly to a 4-

way stop sign.  The church will be on the left (East side) of the Street on 

the Corner of S State Street and Cherry St. 

 

 

 


